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Executive Summary

In order to pitch issues and problems faced by children among major political parties and incorporate
those points in their manifestos, the workshop was organized with the theme of “Dasham- Baccho ka
Maang Patra”. The event was inaugurated with lighting of the lamp. Dr. Shailendra Pandya, the speaker
of the opening ceremony formally welcomed all the dignitaries present and children participants from
various government and private schools accompanied by their teachers. He mentioned about the
significance of organizing the workshop and shared its aims of putting forth the crucial issues in child
protection to the implementing agency. He explained the uniqueness of this campaign and shared the list
of organizations associated with the network to make this event a successful venture. The chief guest of
inaugurating ceremony, Ms Sindhu Binujeet who was the representative of UNICEF Rajasthan
addressed the event and expressed her elation for organizing such an event for the first time in
Rajasthan. She motivated everyone to actively participate in the workshop and openly share their views
in order to successfully achieve the objectives of the workshop. Special Guest, Dr. Rajkumari Bhargav,
who is also a member of Child Welfare Committee, admired the efforts of conducting a regional level
event focusing on the welfare of children. Dr. Shailendra then briefed about the activities to be
conducted throughout the workshop. He informed about the flow of events and the structure of the

program.



INTRODUCTION

Dasham- Baccho ka Maang Patra was a workshop/event to create a platform for the children to express
and include their demands through manifesto in front of political parties. Before general election every
political party accept manifesto from public on their interest. First time in history, children were
involved to present their demands by preparing charter and both the major political party accepted and
assured the children regarding inclusion of charter in their party manifesto of 2019 General Election.
Also, representative of different agencies that they will bring demands of children at state level and
higher.

It was organized by Bal Suraksha Network, Udaipur which was formed in the year 2008 with the
objective of bringing all the voluntary organizations and individuals on a single platform who is working
for the protection of the rights of children. The network includes various non-governmental
organizations, social workers, members of Child Welfare Committee, professors and child protection
representatives.

A 2-day workshop was organized at Youth Hostel situated in Khelgaon, Udaipur on 31st August and 1st
September 2018 by Child Protection Network Udaipur under the guidance of Resource Institute for
Human Rights and UNICEF. It was conducted to discuss upon the priority issues and problems faced by
children which must be included in the manifesto of different political parties in Vidhan Sabha elections
of Rajasthan state.

In context of Udaipur Division:
Present scenario of Children in remote areas of Udaipur district.

Udaipur division lies in southern part of Rajasthan which is a tribal dominated region in which 90%
population belongs to ST and majorly is from Meena tribe. Children participates in workshop were from
different level & blocks of Udaipur district. Children have also participated from different shelter
homes, orphanages of Udaipur city and from different private and govt. school. Approximately 120
children participated in workshop from different schools and shelter homes of Udaipur city. In this
region, people have very less awareness about the rights of children, social security schemes for children
etc. Also bad practices like child trafficking, child labour and forced child begging is very high in
comparison to other region of the state. Children from their young age got involved in bread earning
activities due to many reasons i.e. working on restaurant, shops, begging etc. During this, mostly
children start alcohol consumption, smoking and tobacco chewing and get addicted because of poor
guidance. In 2008, Children right experts of the region form a common platform which was named Bal
Suraksha Network to take initiatives against violence of child right. This year Bal Suraksha Network
planned to organise a workshop and put demands of children in front of political party so the political
party also can add the demands of children in their manifesto of assembly election.



Objectives of the consultation

The primary objectives of the workshop were to bring together regional experts and children on one
platform, in order to:

1. Conduct series of regional workshops in the campaign and spread awareness on some of the
critical issues faced by children in Rajasthan.

2. Create an open and common platform for government representatives, civil society
organizations, individual social worker, child protection representatives and children to share
their views and opinion on Child participation in democracy.

3. Prepare and submit charter of demands by children to representatives of both major political
parties.

4. Ensure that children’s opinions matter and their voices are heard at all levels.



PROCEDURE FOR THE CONSULTATION

SESSION 1
Welcome and Introductory Session very briefly

Resource Person:

Dr. Shailendra Pandya, Convenor, BAL Suraksha Network
Ms. Sindhu Binujeet, Child Protection Consultant, UNICEF
Dr. Rajkumari Bhargav, Member, Child Welfare Committee

The event was inaugurated with lighting of the lamp. Dr. Shailendra Pandya, the speaker of the opening
ceremony formally welcomed all the dignitaries present and children participants from various
government and private schools accompanied by their teachers. He mentioned about the significance of
organizing the workshop and shared its aims of putting forth the crucial issues in child protection to the
implementing agency. He explained the uniqueness of this campaign and shared the list of organizations
associated with the network to make this event a successful venture.

The chief guest of inaugurating ceremony, Sindhu Binujeet who was the representative of UNICEF
Rajasthan addressed the event and expressed her elation for organizing such an event for the first time in
Rajasthan. She motivated everyone to actively participate in the workshop and openly share their views
in order to successfully achieve the objectives of the workshop. Special Guest,

Dr. Rajkumari Bhargav, who is also a member of Child Welfare Committee, admired the efforts of
conducting a regional level event focusing on the welfare of children. Dr. Shailendra then briefed about
the activities to be conducted throughout the workshop. He informed about the flow of events and the
structure of the program. After that children performed cultural programs were there such as dance and
songs to make the environment enthusiastic for the children’s and ensure their maximum participation in
the consultation/event.

SESSION 2
Group Activities:

Resource Person: Mr. Mahesh Kumar (Sandhaan, Jaipur), Ms. Sindhu Binujeet (Child Protection
Consultant, UNICEF), Mr. Manish Sharma (GSS, Udaipur), Ms. Vinita (Representative from
Jaipur), Mr. Gajendra Singh and Mr. Harish Chanderiya (Save the Children, Dungarpur), Dr.
Veena Dwivedi (Assistant Professor, Udaipur School of Social Work), Dr. Shilpa Mehta (Foster
Care Society), Ms. Garima Shekhawat(Teacher, R.B.S.S, Residency)

After that, children were divided into 6 different groups with different themes each which were headed
by the experts of those issues. The groups brainstormed on the work which upcoming government
should perform in the context of children’s rights and protection. Under different themes, participants
discussed on various issues and topics such as problems encountered in schools and villages, self-



defence practices which include dissemination of proper knowledge among children about good touch
and bad touch.

The NGO representatives discussed the issues and challenges faced while working for the protection and
welfare of children’s rights. They suggested changes at policy level as well. The group activity was one
of the main exercises in the formulation of charter of demands. Children from different backgrounds
came together for the first time in the region to discuss on the issues which affects them on daily basis
and contributed to finalise the demands to be included in the manifesto of the major political parties in
the upcoming assembly elections.

The first group was mentored by Mr. Mahesh Kumar, representative of Sandhaan Jaipur and discussed
on the current scenario of the education system in the region and steps which are needed to fill the gaps
between the child and access to quality education.

The second group focused and discussed on the current health issues of the region and was facilitated by
Mr. Manish Sharma, representative of Gayatri Seva Sansthan. The group had an interactive discussion
on how still in rural areas of southern Rajasthan, lack of access to health services and infrastructure is
creating problems on daily basis. The group came up with measure and steps need to be taken in the
direction of improving health services and deliveries.

The third group put an emphasis on the issue of Child Protection and was headed by the expert Vinita,
representative from Jaipur. All participants discussed various forms of exploitations, violence, neglect
and abuse on children in the region and preventive steps which are required in this field. Participants
also discussed on existing sets of laws, regulations and services which exists in the field of Child
Protection and how to strengthen them.

The fourth group was facilitated by Mr. Gajendra Singh and Harish Chanderia, representative of Save
the Children Dungarpur. This group discussed in detail the importance of Child Right to Participation.
Children can play an important role as agents of transformation and shall be involved in the decision
making process. Children shall be able to freely share their views, experiences and opinions on all
matters and issues which affect them at different levels - family, institutional, schools, government etc.

The fifth group was facilitated by Dr. Veena Dwivedi on Child development and related aspects. The
group had a detailed discussion on biological, psychological and emotional challenges that occurs within
a child.

Session -3 (Second day of Consultation chaired by Mr. Raghuveer Meena)

Dr. Shailendra Pandya (Child Right Expert & Convenor at BSN, Udaipur), Raghuveer Singh
Meena (Member of All India Congress Manifesto Committee), Laxmi Narayan Pandya (Purv Up
Zila Pramukh, Udaipur).

Presentations by the Participants (Groups) = The group discussions were followed by presentations

given by participants to further the process of developing the charter of demands. They emphasized the
need for more scholarship programs for higher education, problems associated with shortage of female
teachers in schools and discrimination faced by them in the schools as well as community. Due to social
evils prevailing in our culture, desires and wants are subdued especially of girls. Girls demanded to urge
schools in making the sanitary napkins available in the schools. Many schools lack library where as



some have the library which stays closed always. The demand to begin functional libraries at school was
one of the major issues discussed. Inclusion of “sex education” in schools should be a necessary part of
the curriculum. Availability of lab facilities, counselling centres and health facilities are crucial for
effective and quality education. Self-defense classes, complaint box, helpline numbers, regular health
checkups and introduction of new technology in schools/ colleges were some of the other issues which
were discussed with insightful inputs by the experts.

Finalising the Charter - Following the group presentation, the team of experts along with children
started drafting the final version of the charter which will bring in most important demands of children.
The experts also identified leaders from different groups who will present those demands to major
political parties. After spending considerable amount of time and having a detailed discussion, the
demands were selected which need urgent actions. All experts have really appreciated and were
impressed by the active participation of children for bringing in real issues which affect children on
daily basis. Leaders were excited and enthusiastic to present the charter to political representatives and
to ensure that these demands will be included in the manifesto of both the major political parties.

SESSION 4

Resource Person - Dr. Shailendra Pandya (Child Right Expert & Convenor at BSN, Udaipur),
Raghuveer Singh Meena (Member of All India Congress Manifesto Committee), Chandragupta
Singh (General Secretory of Bhartiya Janata Party), Laxmi Narayan Pandya (Purv Up Zila
Pramukh, Udaipur).

Submission & Acceptance of the Charter - Dr. Shailendra Pandya, Child Protection Specialist and
Convener of Bal Suraksha Network addressed and presented the audience with demands emerged out
from the two-day regional workshop and informed that the experts will send out the detailed report of
the Charter of Demands to all political parties. Chief Guest of the second day, Raghuveer Singh Meena
who is also a member of National Congress Working Committee, New Delhi and All India Congress
Manifesto Committee, applauded this unique initiative and promised the children to include their
demands’ charter in not only state but national level manifesto of their party. Chandragupta Singh,
General Secretory of Bhartiya Janata Party, expressed his acceptance of the charter and promised to
include it in the party’s manifesto as it is. He assured that he would pass on this charter to be included at
center level as well. He informed the audience that BJP government is planning and is already making
changes in the curriculum. He also shared examples of how we have to bring change in the society.
Laxmi Narayan Pandya, special guest and Purva Zila Up Pramukh, expressed that children are the
future of our nation. Their demands must be included in the manifesto of all the political parties.
Children will play an important role in the development of the nation and hence it is essential to ensure
that their voices are heard. He thanked and congratulated everyone to participate in this historical event.



RESULTS OF THE CONSULTATION:

1. 43% of the population in Rajasthan is under 18 years of age, which is approximately half of the total
population. But the total budget allocated for the children is 18%; this should be increased.

2. According to the Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS), formulation of Child Protection
Committees is essential at the block and the district level but very less work has been done in this
direction. The government shall ensure that these Child Protection Committees will be created at all
levels.

3. If tribal children of Southern Rajasthan are empowered towards sports activities then definitely many
players can reach and perform at International level. Therefore, government shall establish Sports
Academy in Udaipur district.

4. Majority of the tribes live in forest areas. Many times, Forest department displaces them without
keeping in mind the appropriate living conditions for the children which affects all the children of the
family. The government shall ensure safety and protection of the children prior to any such displacement
processes or actions.

5. It shall be ensured that Child help line is established in both urban and rural areas of every district. 6.
At all divisional and district level, it shall be ensured that necessary homes (girls’ home, children’s
home, baby home, protection homes) are established for children with care and protection needs.

7. On the basis of excellent and ideal schools, Bal Mitra Village Panchayat shall be formulated under
Panchayati Raj Institutions.

8. To ensure provisions given under Right to Education Act (RTE) are followed, especially Teacher-
Pupil ratio, separate toilets for boys and girls, quality nutrition and effective implementation of Bal
Sansad.

9. Rajasthan Government shall be determined towards the aim of creating Rajasthan a Child labor and
Child Beggar-free state.

10. Education system shall also add and focus on vocational studies and life skills (Physical
changes/Health).

11. There shall be an appointment of Paediatrician and Gynaecologist in government hospitals at the
block level.

12. De-Addiction and Counselling centres shall be established for Adolescents at the district level.

13. In every school and hostel where girls are studying, it shall be compulsory to have female teacher
and female warden.

14. All talented students shall be provided with scholarships, sports and other paid benefits regardless of
their caste.



Major Issues discussed by the Children:

Major issues discussed in the consultation were Poor education quality, lack of IT infrastructure, lack of
scholarship for higher studies, Library, regular availability of teacher etc. Health issues related to
adolescent girls regarding their menstrual problems, lack of sanitary pads, separate toilets for the girls in
govt. school and lack of health services. Child safety and protection of rights, child labour, child
trafficking, child marriage, lack of shelter homes and rehabilitation shelters for needy children (beggars,
drug abuser etc.)Children are the change-makers for social transformation and shall be involved in the
decision-making process. Children shall be able to freely share their views and experiences at different
levels - family, institutional, schools, government etc.

Conclusion:

Two day event with the theme “Dasham” — Participation of Children in Democracy was organised by
the help of UNICEF, Resource for Human Rights and Bal Suraksha Network at Khelgaon, Udaipur from
Aug 31% to Sept 01%, 2018. Dr. Shailendra Pandya (Convenor, Bal Suraksha Network) and Dr. Sindhu
Binurjeet (State representative of UNICEF) chair the event. It was the first Consultation/Event in history
itself that children (below 18 yrs) who have no right to choose the democracy. But this time, children
will define their own demands and views that what they want for their better future and both the major
political parties assured that they will include their demand charter in their manifesto of 2019 General
Election. Children from different background such as remote areas of Pratapgarh, orphanage, govt. &
private schools of Udaipur division etc participated actively and raised all type of major points i.e.
quality education, life skills during their school education, violation of children’s right, scholarship for
higher studies, health aspects for the adolescent girl in school etc. After that children were divided into
groups with the mentors to discuss child related issues and above points. After discussion in group,
children prepare the charter in their respective group with the guidance of mentor (participants from
different agencies). Every group presented their charter and after studying all the charter by child right
experts and other professionals, a consolidated charter was prepared to present in front of political party
representative.

On Second day of event, Consolidated Charter was presented by the group of children in front of
Raghuveer Singh Meena (Member of All India Congress Manifesto Committee) and Chandragupta
Singh (General Secretory of Bhartiya Janata Party). Each point (issue) of charter was explained. After
listening all the points (issues), both the party leader accepted that whatever children have mentioned in
charter is actual at ground level. During their speech, both the political leader promised that their party
will involve the charter in their manifesto of 2019 General Election.

As a part of the closure, Dr. Shailendra Pandya, (Child Right Expert & Convenor, Bal Suraksha
Network) expressed gratitude to Ms. Sindhu Binujeet (Child Protection Consultant, UNICEF), Dr.
Rajkumari Bhargav (Member, Child Welfare Committee), Representative of Political Party
Chandragupta Singh (General Secretory of Bhartiya Janata Party), Raghuveer Singh Meena (Member of
All India Congress Manifesto Committee), Laxmi Narayan Pandya (Purv Up Zila Pramukh, Udaipur)
and all the other participants, representative of different agencies, children’s of different schools,
orphanage and shelter homes etc.



Annexure

List of Experts and Political Representatives

Raghuveer Singh Meena ,(National Congress Working Committee, New Delhiand All India Congress
Manifesto Committee)

Dinesh Bhatt, District President, Bhartiya JanataParty

Laxmi Narayan Pandya, Up Zila Pramukh, ZilaParishadUdaipur

Jagdeesh Raj Shrimali, State President INTUC and General Secretary State Congress
Party Rajasthan

Chandragupta Singh Chauhan, General Secretary,BJP

Arvind Jain, Vice President, Panchayat Samiti, Sarada

Sindhu Binujeet, Consultant, UNICEF

Dr. Rajkumari Bhargav, Member of Child WelfareCommittee

Dr. Veena Dwivedi, Professor, Udaipur School of Social Work

Gajendra Singh and Hemant Chanderia, Save the Children Dungarpur
SandeepKumarandK. Aral Dason, World Vision

LIST OF PARTICIPANT ORGANISATION

UNICEF Rajasthan

Save the Children

Plan International

Resource Institute of Human Rights, Rajasthan
Action Aid

World Vision

Gayatri Seva Sansthan

Department of Child Right Udaipur
Child Welfare Committee Udaipur
Shree Aasra Vikas Sansthan

Seva Mandir

Foster Care Society

Mahan Seva Sansthan

Samarthya Sansthan



Rajasthan Adim Jati Sevak Sangh

Unnati Sansthan

ALERT Sansthan

Child line Chittorgarh

Balika Griha, Chittorgarh

Jeevan Jyoti Nirashrit Bal Griha, Udaipur

Government Girls Senior Secondary School, Udaipur

Shelter home, Shree Ashra Sansthan.

KendriyaVidyalaya, Rajsamand

Government School, Pratapgarh

Government School, Dungarpur

Children from SKB Project, Gayatri Seva Sansthan Udaipur

Children from SevaMandir
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Consultation Schedule First Day (31% August)

Registration
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activities

Refreshment

Group Discussions

Dinner

Introduction and Inauguration Session

FormulationofListof Demands

through interactive

12:00 pm

12:30 pm

1:30 pm

2:30 pm

5:00 pm

5:30 pm

7:00 pm

Members of BSN

Mr. Vijay Goyal, Dr.
Shailendra Pandya, Ms.
SindhuBinujeet

Group1:Mr.Mahesh
KumarandMs. Sindhu
Banerjeet

Group 2: Mr. Manish
Sharma

Mr. Mahesh Kumar, Ms.
SindhuBinujeet, Mr.
Manish Sharma, Ms.
Vinita, Mr.

Gajendra Singh, Mr.
Harish Chanderiya, Dr.
Veena Dwivedi, Dr.
Shilpa Mehta, Ms.
Garima Shekhawat
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Consultation Schedule Second Day (01°% September)

Formationof Children’sGroups 9:30 pm

Presentationby Childrenand Experts in front of 12:30 pm
Citizen Representativesand Media.

Culmination 3:00 pm Mr. Bhojraj Singhand
Dr. ShailendraPandya
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MISCELLANEOUS POINT

Glimpse of Day - 1
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Ms Sindhu Binujeet (Child Protection Consultant, UNICEF) addressing the participants of consultation.
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Dr. Shailendra Pandya (Child Right Expert & Convenor, Bal Suraksha Network)

Group Activity — Children writing their views and opinion for preparing group charter with their
Mentors.
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Discussion of Child Right Experts and other Professional of Child Protection field.

Glimpse of Day — 2
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