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Background  

The election is certainly a vital pillar of democracy and the process through which people can 

express their political opinions. They express this opinion by public voting to choose a political 

leader. Furthermore, this political leader would have the authority and responsibility to fulfil 

the promises declared in the manifesto during the election campaigning.  

The state is preparing for the upcoming state assembly election at the year’s end, concurrently 

Bal Adhikar Sarkshan Sajha Abhiyan Alliance (DASHAM) in association with UNICEF, UNFPA, 

and partner organizations is in the process of collating the grassroots voices of children & 

young people through block & district level discussion followed by the divisional level 

workshop and further a state level workshop for finalizing the recommendations for handing 

over to the political parties for inclusion their state election manifesto 2023.  

Introduction 

As per the census 2011, Rajasthan has 43.6% population below 18 years of age, while 22.9% 
are adolescents (10-19 years of age), of which 23.4% of adolescents predominately reside in 
rural areas of the state.   
 
India has progressed well on a number of child-related indicators, however, even today, 
violations of child rights are an area of great concern. According to the recent analysis done 
by National Crime Record Bureau (NCRB) and Child Rights and You (CRY), crime against 
children in Rajasthan has increased by 39 percent from 2016 to 2020.  
 
Therefore, need a strong voice for the children & young people in Rajasthan that can raise 
their problems on various forums, platforms & opportunities.  
 
With the aim of including the grassroots voices of children & young people in the form of 

recommendations to the political parties for the state election manifesto 2023, Bal Adhikar 

Sarkshan Sajha Abhiyan Alliance (DASHAM) in association with UNFPA, UNICEF and its 

network NGOs from Rajasthan taken the responsibility of organizing series of meetings at 

state level meetings, block & district level discussions by partner NGOs,  seven zonal 

workshops across the state with the active participation of beneficiaries and further state level 

consultation for collating the voices & issues from June to October 2023. 

The first meeting with the partner NGOs and different stakeholders was organized on 2nd June 

2023 at Jaipur, a virtual meeting on the update on 8th July 2023 and followed by seven zonal 

workshops.  

  

https://www.toppr.com/bytes/become-good-leader/
https://www.toppr.com/bytes/become-good-leader/
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Divisional Workshop of Jaipur  

The two day first zonal workshop was organized at Jaipur, with representation from Sanganer, 

Bassi, Phulera, Toonga, and Jaipur city on 5th & 6th August 2023 at Adult Education Resource 

Centre, Jaipur.  A total of 107 people including 72 adolescents & young people, 35 NGOs & 

stakeholders from UNFPA, UNICEF participated in the deliberation. The participation of 

adolescents & young people from all walks of society including school students, forest 

communities, nomadic families, differently abled, orphans, etc from rural, slum, and urban 

areas of the division.    

Proceedings 

1. Welcome & Introduction 

Mr. Manish Singh, Manjari Foundation, and Mr. Vijay Goyal, Resource Institute for Human 

Rights welcomed all the participants and thanked all NGOs for ensuring the adolescents & 

young people representation from different segments of the society.   

The highlights of the previous meeting state-level meeting were shared with the delegates. 

DASHAM network has taken responsibility for collating the voices of ten thousand children 

and young people across Rajasthan for significant influence in the political parties manifesto 

and thereby bringing about changes at the policy level in the state.   

The partner NGOs were encouraged to introduce their organization, its work, and the 

adolescents & young people 

accompanying them in the 

workshop.  All of them had filled out 

the Google form consisting of a 

questionnaire related to the issues 

& concerns they face as well as 

suggestions for developing their 

policy effectively & collectively.   

They requested and motivated them 

for active and fruitful participation 

in the workshop.  

 

2. Interaction with the Participants 

Mr. Vikram Singh Raghav, Consultant (Panchayati Raj) UNICEF, Mr. Kumar Manish-UNFPA, and 

Mr. Manish Singh-Manjari Foundation interacted with the young participants.  They motivated 

them to utilize this platform for expressing their views, and sharing their valuable experiences, 

issues faced by them, and suggestions for “Mission 2023 of DASHAM”. 

It was emphasized that education, quality of teaching, health facilities, sports activities, 

playground availability, safety, and protection while studying or going out are key for the 

overall growth and development of each child.  
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They shared a best practice of Bal Hiteshi Panchayat at the village level that envisages a model 

school education system, a friendly & safe environment for children, etc. Now the local 

authorities, village panchayat have decided to listen to the voices of children & women while 

developing programs and policies at the local level.  

DASHAM is representing the entire state 

and is committed to helping children & 

young people in collating their voices 

and influencing the political parties in 

reflecting in their election manifesto.  

Further, the network is also enabling 

Members of Parliament (MLAs) of 

elected and opposition political parties 

for ensuring the execution of the 

promised manifesto by the ruling party by raising questions in the Vidhan Sabha Sessions.   

 

3. Enhancing Joyful Learning through Activities  

Mr. Shiv Nayal & Ms. Reena Sharma, Antakshri Foundation facilitated the session with the aim 

of providing a conducive environment, learning from the environment, enriching joyful 

learning, and, developing empathizing attitude all the adolescents & young people were taken 

out in the garden area of the venue.  

In the garden of the Adult 

Education Resource Centre, all 

young participants were 

encouraged to walk slowly & 

silently and observe nature, feel the 

atmosphere, hear the surrounding 

sounds, feel the different 

fragrances of plants/flowers, and if 

require touch the plants/leaves in 

the first round.  While in the second 

round, they were instructed to walk in the garden again with their closed eyes, follow the 

same path as the previous round, feel the surroundings & nature and, in case of obstacles 

cross them smoothly.  In a while, after noticing hurdles faced by the participants they were 

instructed to stop, open their eyes, observe where they reached & look back to the point from 

where they started this round.    

Coming back to the conference hall, the participants were encouraged to share their learning, 

which included:  

• In the first round saw the plants, trees, leaves, fruits, barks, soil, and stones, read the 

name of trees/plants, and could smell the fragrance of soil, fruits, and leaves.  
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• Observed greenery, and people, hear the sounds of talks, sounds of birds, passed by 

vehicles, children making videos, etc.  

• Noticed that nature has many components in it, likewise we human being also has 

different & many aspects of living life.  

• While with closed eyes could properly hear the tiny sounds of bangles, payal, and 

leaves, and had to walk carefully.  

• Realized the helplessness as were unable to follow the same path, could not walk 

comfortably, and were fearful of losing the balance of the body.  

• Facing obstacles at every step and moment of the body.  

• Realized and emphasized the issues of blind people and how they manage their 

routines, tasks, going out, and walking on the roads.  

• We all must understand, respect, support, and consider people among us with their 

abilities without biases and discrimination.  

• Understood, that despite the normal being we have many issues, thus people with 

disabilities face so many challenges, and issues in living their life and getting equal 

respect.    

Toward the end of the session, the participants 

in the group performed a group song that 

created a more energetic environment in the 

conference hall.  

 

 

4. Voices of CareGiver Youth 

A group of youth representing the orphan children completed 18 years of age shared the 

related concerns & issues. The government-run shelters & homes for orphan children provide 

services to the children till they reach the age of 18 years. However, one day beyond that they 

are deprived of these homes itself.   

• Such adolescents are completely directionless, moneyless for daily expenses, 

untrained, and hence become vulnerable to crime, drug & sexual abuse.  

• The crucial document including aadhar card, Janadhar card, etc becomes challenging 

to process which are essential for their existence & identity.  

• Properly linking them with the government schemes for their survival and living.  

• Option of a career as Care Giver for disabled children at their homes will enable them 

to get shelter, salary, and love.   

Since they need imperative attention for aftercare support including education, shelter, and 

vocational training for their safe and healthy future.  The government should also consider 

establishing aftercare homes and its funding.  
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5. Group Activity for Collating the Voices of Young People  

With the aim of group discussion on different issues of children & young people, the 

participants were divided on the basis of different coloured cards for ensuring individual 

participation and synergy.  The groups were encouraged to discuss, write on chart paper & 

present recommendations on different topics related to children & young people.  

Each group was supported by the network members and volunteers for confirming everyone’s 

participation, and guidance for effective suggestions.  Each group was provided a separate 

space on the premises for healthier discussion & group work, the topics comprised:  

• Education 

• Health 

• Child rights 

• Participation 

• Safety & Protection 

• Voices of differently-abled  

Further, each group collectively presented their 

recommendations and their experience with 

the larger group. (Annexure-I) 

Toward the end of the session, an icebreaker game was played where different emotions were 

written on the chit. The individuals were asked to perform the emotion & share one related 

experience, while the rest of the participants were motivated to identify the correct 

expression of emotion. The emotions included pride, excitement, confusion, thinking, bored, 

guilty, crying, happiness, etc.  The participants enjoyed the game thoroughly.  For increasing 

the enthusiasm among the participants, a group song was performed.  

 

6. Presentation of Demand Charter by Young People 

On the basis of all group presentations, the group representatives collectively prepared and 

presented the demand charter to the chief guests including Ms. Sangeeta Garg- Member of 

Rajasthan State Commission for Protection of Child Rights, Jaipur (RSCPCR),   Ms. Sheela Saini-

Chairman of District Child Protection Committee, and Mr. Raghvendra Sharma Director of 

Dusara Dashak.     

• Developing a Women’s Health 

helpline in the state.  

• The Udaan scheme of the state 

government is to be improvised 

with the availability of sanitary 

napkins, proper distribution, and 

disposal machines at schools, 

health centres, and Anganwadi 

centres.  
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• Revision of the school scholarship program for all, simplification of criteria, and 

revising the amount.  

• Separate toilets for girls & boys with all basic facilities for keeping them functional.   

• Making life skills education compulsory in the school education system. 

• Deploying dedicated subject teachers for all subjects by providing quality education in 

the playful method.  

• Regulation on teachers in terms of mobile use in the classrooms and addiction to 

smoking, nicotine, etc on the school campus.  

• Deploying sexual and reproductive health rights trained teachers for counseling, 

providing fully equipped first aid boxes in each classroom and regular health camps for 

children.  

• CCTV in all the school premises with proper maintenance facility.   

• Establishing Bal Hiteshi Panchayat in every village. 

• Inclusion of child right as a part of the curriculum.  

• Organizing regular PTM in the schools and making the village SMC active.    

• Strengthening the monitoring and reviewing of all government schemes such as MDM, 

Udaan, Nutrition Program, Vaccination, No bag day of Saturday, etc.  

• Controlling the additional fees taken by the government and private schools.  

• The public transport to have CCTV functional for the safety of girls and women 

conductors.  

• Ensuring sign language in all schools, deploying trained & skilled special teachers for 

children with disabilities.  

• Deploying interpreters at all health centres, railway stations, bus stations, courts for 

enabling the smooth communication and transition of blind people.   

• All government offices should have instructions in sign language and ramp facility. 

• Enhancing vocational training & technical course facilities at schools and colleges with 

dedicated interpreters for adolescents & young people with disabilities.  

• Funding of interpreters from the government.  

• Provision of property rights & will document in sign language for preventing injustice 

towards blind people.  

• Encouraging more sports activities with proper funding by the government for people 

with disabilities.  

• Establishing entertainment zones for people with disabilities and facility of movies 

with sign language.   

• Availability of study material for schools, college, and competition exams in the form 

of audiobooks & their soft copies for the blind students.  

• Despite following the proper guidelines of the writer, blind students face challenges 

during every exam from the schools and college management.  The guidelines need to 

be circulated prior to every exam to the management of all exam centres.  

• All the exam rooms should have numbers in Braille along with the audio instruction 

system in colleges, universities.  

• Establishing digital libraries for blind people with talking instruction systems.  
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The representatives of partner NGOs working on the issues of children, young people, 

disabled also collectively discussed and presented the demands, which included:  

• Strengthening services through teachers’ quality education, activating village SMCs. 

• Controlling transfers of teachers and their involvement in other activities like- election 

duty, vaccination, etc.   

• Providing sports facilities, playground, lady sports teachers, and prevention of 

encroachment of playground area of schools.   

• Easing the government process of documentation for people with disabilities such as 

identity cards, availing government schemes benefits, etc.  

• Establishing a system for the identification of mental disability at an early age.  

• Streamline transgender children with formal education.  

•  Focusing on inclusive education by deploying trained & skilled special teachers.  

• Counselling facilities in schools for preventing children in conflicts, crimes, gender 

discrimination, mental trauma, etc.  

• Aftercare of children crossed 18 years of age with education, shelter, vocational 

training, and career counseling.  

In the end, the guests addressed the workshop in which they acknowledged the 

participants for their active contribution and real life experience sharing by blind, deaf & 

dumb, and aftercare youths. As the responsible authorities, they promised to share all the 

concerns and voices with the state government for proper action.  Also congratulated the 

network and NGOs for this initiative and providing exposure to the young people.   
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Media Coverages 

The workshop was well covered in the print and electronic media.  
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Annexure I: Group Activity for Collating the Voices of Young People  
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