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Introduction 

With the aim of including the grassroots voices of children & young people in the form of 

recommendations to the political parties for the state election manifesto 2023, Bal Adhikar 

Sarkshan Sajha Abhiyan Alliance (DASHAM) in association with UNFPA, UNICEF and its 

network NGOs from Rajasthan taken the responsibility of organizing series of meetings at 

state level meetings, block & district level discussions by partner NGOs, seven zonal/divisional 

workshops across the state with the active participation of beneficiaries and further state level 

consultation for collating the voices & issues from June to October 2023. 

The first zonal workshop was organized in Jaipur, followed by Bikaner in August 2023. A similar 

participatory method of Jaipur was utilized in the workshop for making it joyful, interesting, 

informative, and effective.  

Divisional Workshop of Bikaner 

A two-day second zonal workshop was organized at Bikaner, having representation from 

Bikaner, Hanumangarh, Ganganagar, and Churu on 11th & 12th August 2023 at Hotel Shagun 

Palace, Bikaner.  A total of 178 people including 129 adolescents & young people, 49 NGOs & 

stakeholders participated in the deliberation. The participation of adolescents & young people 

from sections included school students, differently abled, from rural and urban areas of the 

Bikaner division.    

Proceedings 

1. Welcome & Introduction 

Mr. Vijay Goyal, Resource Institute for Human Rights, and Mr. Shiv Nayal, Antakshri Foundation 

welcomed all the participants and expressed gratitude to the partner NGOs for the 

overwhelming representation of adolescents & young people from different geography.   

The participants were updated on the responsibility taken by the DASHAM network on 

collating the voices of ten thousand children and young people across Rajasthan for significant 

influence in the political parties’ manifesto and thereby bringing about changes at the policy 

level in the state.   

Further, the partner NGOs introduced their organization, its work, and the adolescents & 

young people accompanying them in the workshop. All the young participants confirmed 

filling out the Google form consisting of a questionnaire related to the issues & concerns they 

face as well as suggestions for developing their policy effectively & collectively.    
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2. Augmenting Joyful Learning through Actions  

Mr. Shiv Nayal, Antakshri Foundation & Ms. Vinita Soni, Freelancer facilitated the activity in 

which all the adolescents & young people were taken out in the garden area for providing a 

conducive environment, enrich joyful learning, and, develop an empathizing attitude.  

In the garden, all young participants were encouraged to walk slowly & silently and observe 

nature, feel the atmosphere, hear the surrounding sounds, feel the different fragrances of 

plants/flowers, and if require touch the plants/leaves in the first round.  While in the second 

round, they were instructed to walk in the garden again with their closed eyes, follow the 

same path as the previous round, feel the surroundings & nature and, in case of obstacles 

cross them smoothly.  After noticing the hurdles faced by the participants they were instructed 

to stop, open their eyes, observe where they reached & look back to the point from where 

they started this round.    

At the end of the activity, the participants were encouraged to share their learning, which 

included:  

• In the first round observed green grass, trees surrounding noises, soil, and leaves.  

• Whereas with closed eyes could not walk properly, and were fearful of falling down.  

• Realized the dependency of blind people and appreciate their capacity of managing 

routine work, education, going out of their houses, and walking on the roads, therefore 

they should get equal respect, treatment, and support, as they are one of us.  

• Never thought of utilizing other sensor organs other than eyes for feeling and realizing 

the surroundings.  

• The activity helped to learn to use other sensory organs when eyes are closed.   

• Before the activity all adolescents were sitting in their isolated groups, however post 

activity all the participants got mingled and socialized with each other.  

At the end of the session, a group of adolescents from Bajju region performed a natak on the 

importance of child participation at their homes and schools.  
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3. Group Activity for Collating the Voices of Young People  

For discussing the different issues and voices of children & young people, the participants 

were divided into five groups on the basis of different coloured cards for ensuring everyone’s 

participation, sharing views, understanding of each other, and enabling teamwork. While 

adults were divided into two groups, the topics included:  

• Education 

• Protection  

• Health & hygiene  

• Development  

• Participation 

All the groups were sitting in separate 

locations of the hotel for open and 

productive teamwork. They were tasked 

with identifying existing problems related to 

their assigned topic and proposing actionable solutions. The groups engaged in collaborative 

brainstorming sessions, guided by their coordinators and program facilitators. The aim was to 

ensure that the perspectives of both children and adults were taken into account in shaping 

solutions. 

Further, each group collectively presented their recommendations and experience with the 

larger group. (Annexure-I) 

At the end of the group presentation, the participants shared that they felt very important as 

for the first time they were asked to express their views & suggestions openly. It was a new 

experience of meeting peers from other schools & areas and also realized the power of 

communication in the workshop.  

 

Puppet Show: The puppet show is a fun way of 

engaging children to learn about relationships, 

social skills, and different cultures. The 

Gaavniyar group of Puppet Show formulated by 

Urmul Trust performed a puppet show for the 

participant on the role & participation of 

children in the Indian constitution.  

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

 

4. Presentation of Demand Charter by Young People 

The group representatives collectively prepared and presented the demand charter on the 

basis of group discussions. Mr. Arvind Senger, a Member of the Juvenile Justice Board Bikaner, 

Mr. Sattu Khan-Ex-Block Chairman Chhatargarh represents Congress Party, Mr. Rajkumar 

Kaswa-Deputy Head Panchayat Samiti Bikaner represents BJP, and Mr. Kishan Dahiya-

Panchayat Samiti Member.  

Education:  

• Providing an adequate 

number of teachers for all 

the subjects in the 

government schools.   

• Provision of a functional 

library in each school with 

proper maintenance.  

• Separate toilets for girls & 

boys with all basic facilities 

for keeping them 

functional.   

• Improving the quality of food served in the mid-day meal and also including seasonal 

fruits. 

• Providing sports facilities, playgrounds, physical educat  ion teachers, and sports 

materials.  

• Proper management of the availability of sanitary napkins, proper distribution, and 

disposal machines 

• Provision of transport facility for the students coming from interiors.  

• Instead of building new school buildings strengthen the services of existing schools.  

• The specially trained & skilled teachers deployed for differently abled children, 

teaching material in Braille. Providing non-biased teaching services to everyone 

including deaf, blind, and transgender students. Audio instruction for the blind while 

visual instructions for the deaf/mute students in the schools. 

• Stringent implementation of rules & regulations constituted for child marriage, child 

labour, and dowry system.  

• Preparing Anganwadi workers for pre-schooling along with nutrition & developmental 

services.  

Protection:  

• Establishing special children task force in each school for advocating the issues related 

to the safety & protection of students. 

• CCTV in all the school premises (inside & outside) with proper maintenance facility.   

• Imparting regular self-defense training for all the categories of students. 
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• Establishing reviewing & monitoring committees for all the government-run services 

provided at schools, colleges, and hostels.   

• Inclusion of education on good touch & bad touch as the part of school curriculum.  

Towards the end, the guests addressed the workshop, they appreciated the overwhelming 

response and voices from the participants including the differently-abled. They ensured to 

take forward the issues & demands of young people to the appropriate authorities and 

political parties for the needful actions.  They also appreciated the contrition of all the NGOs 

working in the region for connecting them to these young people.  

 

Media Coverage 

The workshop was well covered in the print and electronic media.  
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Annexure I: Group Activity for Collating the Voices of Young People  
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