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Introduction

Envisioning the importance of the state election and the necessity of influencing the political
parties manifesto, the Bal Adhikar Sarkshan Sajha Abhiyan Alliance (DASHAM) in association
with UNFPA, UNICEF, and its partner NGOs organizing a series of divisional workshops across
the state for collating the grassroots voices of children and young.

It started with state-level orientation, followed by block and district discussions by partner
NGOs with children and young people. Further, the seven divisional/zonal workshops are
being organized across the state to provide opportunities for young people to come together
and raise their issues.

The zonal workshop of Ajmer was organized in August 2023, to make the participatory
workshop as joyful, interesting, informative, and effective as the other workshops.

Divisional Workshop of Ajmer

A total of 140 people including 100 adolescents and young people, 40 NGOs, and stakeholders
participated in the workshop on 26%™ & 27t August 2023 at King Edward Memorial Hall, Ajmer.
The participants from schools, differently abled, non-formal setups from rural and urban areas
were involved actively. The division had representation from Ajmer, Beawar, Deewana-
Kuchaman, Kekri, Nagaur, Shahpura, and Tonk districts.

Proceedings
1. Welcome & Introduction

Mr. Vijay Goyal, Resource Institute for Human Rights, and Mr. Shiv Nayal, Antakshri Foundation
commenced the workshop by welcoming the participants. They appreciated the partner NGOs
for the substantial representation of adolescents and young people from different areas of the
division.

The participants were briefed about
the initiative of DASHAM network on
collating the voices of ten thousand
children and young people across
Rajasthan for impactful influence in the
manifesto of political parties so as to
bring changes at the policy level.

The NGO representatives introduced
their organization, its work, and the
adolescents & young people
accompanying them in the workshop.
All the young participants were ensured to fill out the Google form consisting of a
guestionnaire related to the issues and concerns they face and suggestions for making their
policy effective.




2. Enabling Joyful Learning through Activities

With the aim of providing a conducive environment to the participants, Mr. Shiv Nayal,
Antakshri Foundation, and Ms. Vinita Soni, Freelancer facilitated the session. Since the
majority of the young participants were between 12 to 15 years of age, the session was
redesigned to make it more activity based.

Bonding game:

The session started by playing a bonding game, where all the participants were encouraged
to search for a partner with having similar handprint. This was followed by performing creative
activities with the holding hands. Everyone enjoyed the game which helped in reducing the
hesitancy and becoming friendly to each other.

Garden game:

All the participants were taken out in the garden of the venue. In the first round, they were
encouraged to walk slowly and silently, observe nature, feel the atmosphere, hear the
surrounding sounds, and feel the fragrances of trees/plants. Whereas, in the second round,
they were instructed to walk in the garden again with their closed eyes, follow the same path
as the previous round, feel the surroundings & nature and, in case of obstacles cross them
smoothly. Toward the end, they were instructed to stop, open their eyes, observe where they
reached, and look back to the point from where they started this round.

While concluding the activity, the participants were encouraged to share their learning, which
included:

e The first round was easy as they could observe green grass, trees, surrounding noises,
and dogs roaming in the garden.

e With closed eyes they were fearful and most of them opened their eyes before
finishing the round as dogs were also roving around them in the garden.

e Empathized the challenges of blind people and appreciated their management skills
for performing their routine work, education, going out of their houses, walking on the
roads, etc. Thus, they should be respected with equal actions and be supported.

e Asnormal children, we have developed a habit of taking life and relations for granted.




Depicting their dreams:

To engage the children in identifying
and understanding their dreams for
future life, each participant was
provided with a drawing sheet and
encouraged to draw the same. Children
drew to become teachers, doctors, and
superman to do extraordinary work and
also drew to possess their own houses.
The exercise was helpful to make them
think deeply about their career and
heading to achieve their dreams.

3. Group Activity for Collating the Voices of Young People

For the group activity, the participants were divided into five groups on the basis of coloured
cards and encouraged to discuss their issues. With the aim of enhancing participation, sharing
of views, and understanding each other, the teamwork was conducted, the topics included:

e Education

e Health

e Development
e Participation
e Protection

The groups were engaged in the brainstorming sessions, guided by the NGO coordinators and
program facilitators. It ensured the perspectives of participants were taken into account in
shaping solutions. Later, all the groups presented their recommendations to the larger group.
(Annexure-l)

The existing problems related to their assigned topic were identified by all the groups and they
also recommended actionable solutions. The distinctiveness was that each participant talked
actively and openly. Moreover, the differently abled individuals participated and also
interacted with the rest participants in sign language. That raised the eagerness among
participants to learn sign language throughout the workshop.




The participants shared they experienced the first ever forum, where their voices were heard
without questions and doubts. They appreciated the thought process and organizers for the
opportunity to meet children from different areas.

4. Enactment through Plays

The groups of participants performed two
plays.

The first play was based on their experience
of teachers' behaviours in the government
school. Enacted teachers doing personal
work, talking on mobile in the classrooms,
instructing children to clean the premises,
and mathematics teachers beating the
children, etc.

The second play was a musical act where the skit was performed in a musical form. It was
based on the government education system dysfunctions, which is still focused on a rote way
of memorizing, of least importance to the students and leaving less impact of education on
children.

5. Presentation of Demand Charter

On the basis of group discussion, their multiple speakers presented the demand charter with
the chief guests including Professor Anant Bhatnagar, Sister Geeta Carol, Prince Salim, and Ms.
Mamta—Youth Football Player.

e Providing clarity and guidelines on the open exams. The government system needs to
execute seriously as the forms availability, registration, and results are delayed which
has a direct impact on further studies of students.

e Under disabilities early detection and intervention needs to be done at schools and
district level. The few basic therapies of such children should be provided free of cost
at the district hospitals. These should be propagated among the public.

e Inclusion of child rights as a part of the curriculum.

e Awareness about shikayat peti kept in the schools to the students and parents on a
regular basis.

e Ensure the availability of sanitary napkins, proper distribution, and disposal machines
at schools.

e Equal opportunity for boys to express their feelings and unbiased investigation is
needed at the schools.

e Awareness of all government services should be provided among the community
through Gram Sabha, Nukkad natak, etc.




Special training of Mahila Jan Pratinidhi by NGOs and providing lady assistance for
effective functioning.
Regular monitoring of government school teachers, and all government officials.

Encouraging women's participation in the Olympic games from the rural and interior
areas as well.

The Anganwadi building should be bigger with all basic services related to children,
women, and adolescents.

Forming Bal Manch and also providing Suraksha Sakhi at the village level.

The representatives of partner NGOs working on the issues of children, young people,
disabled also collectively discussed and presented the demands, which included:

Immediate actions should be taken for crimes against children.

Teachers should get trained in child protection policies.

School management committees and other committees established against ragging,
poor children free education, and for monitoring the government programs should be
made active and provided with the guidelines for their proper implementation.

Girls and boys should get sessions on sex education and boys specifically on positive
masculinity.

Career counseling should be made mandatory in all schools.

Appointing an adequate number of teachers for all the subjects with quality education
in the government schools.




While addressing the workshop, the guests appreciated the overwhelming participation of
children in the workshop. They emphasized that the government has executed many schemes
for all sections, but people are still unaware therefore the need is to generate awareness. The
work on the services for people with disabilities has been started which is also a part of new
education policy. They insisted the participants read the new education policy and in case of
changes should raise their voices. The girls' security is very crucial, and that needs urgent
attention to reduce the school dropout rate. CCTV on the school campus and lights on the
roads are mandatory. They also ensured to take forward the participants' voices to the
appropriate authorities.

Media Coverages

The workshop was well covered in the print and electronic media.
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Annexure |: Group Activity for Collating the Voices of Young People
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